
Report Covid-19, NGO Vienna 

During the Corona lockdown-period also the UN had to close their offices and buildings in Vienna 
which meant that there were no “live” NGO Meetings. Fortunately it was possible to attend several 
virtual Meetings of the Vienna NGO Committees, some in co-operation with the Committees in 
Geneva and New York. 
In light of these and many other interesting events happening online it is my pleasure to share with 
you some of the topics we dealt with: 
 
 
The year 2020 marks the 25th anniversary of the fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing in 
1995 and the adoption of the “Beijing Platform for Action” a landmark agreement to advance the 
empowerment of women and girls and with a commitment to combat violence against women and 
girls. 
Also this year the global community celebrates the 25th anniversary of the “Copenhagen Declaration“ 
where it was acknowledged that social and economic development could not be secured in a sustainable 
way without the full participation of women. Regrettably both celebrations come at a time of one of the 
most challenging global health and social crisis. The 2020 COVID-19 pandemic brings into sharp focus the 
importance of investing in social policies protecting the most vulnerable individuals and also whole 
families. It is the families who bear the brunt of the crisis, sheltering their members from harm, caring 
for out-of-school children and, at the same time, continuing their work-responsibilities. 
Families have become the hub of intergenerational interactions that support us in this crisis. Under 
economic duress poverty deepens. In times of uncertainty stress increases - often resulting in growing 
violence against women and children.  That is why now the support for vulnerable families is more 
imperative than ever. 
 
Worldwide, women are increasingly taking part in the formal and informal labour force, while 
continuing to assume a disproportionate burden of the household work in comparison with men, and 
work-family balance is more difficult to achieve. The imperative of ensuring gender equality in the 
family is, therefore, gaining more attention. 
As the world struggles to respond to the COVID-19 crisis, there is a real opportunity to rethink and 
transform the way our economies and societies function to foster greater equality for all. In doing so, 
it is clear that gender equality will not be achievable without greater equality in families, and that on 
this the Beijing Platform for Action continues to provide a visionary roadmap of where we need to 
go. 
 
As a consequence of the COVID-19 pandemic, millions of people now find themselves indoors. 
Gender inequalities, particularly of women in the home, are becoming increasingly apparent when it 
comes to doing all the housework and caring for children, the sick or the elderly. 
The coronavirus crisis has hit women particularly hard and increases the already existing socio-
economic disparities. Worldwide, almost 70 % of the personnel in care and nursing professions are 
women. Moreover, women do three times as much unpaid care work as men. It is mostly women 
taking care of the sick, whether professionally for generally low wages, or within the family as unpaid 
labour. Therefore  it is clear that women are more likely to become infected by the virus.  
 
By now we all know that the Covid19 crisis has a heavy impact on the life of older persons. 
Lockdown and physical distancing take a severe toll on mental health. The older part of the 
population is hit most by the virus. Fatality rates are 5 times higher than global average.  
66% of people aged over 70 have at least one underlying health condition; 
Essential care is under pressure. Half of the Covid19 deaths in Europe took place in long-term care 
settings. 
 



At a virtual panel discussion with the UN Human Rights High Commissioner Mme Michelle Bachelet 
and the Independent Expert on Human Rights for Older People Mme Claudia Mahler it was stressed 
again that Human Rights must be the same for all generations. 
We need strong mechanisms to protect Human Rights of older persons and it is of utter importance 
that we change our mindset. Older people are not a group of ill, frail, helpless and forgetful persons, 
they have the right to live in dignity, to receive all the attention they need and they must be 
protected from violence, which includes physical, psychological and sexual 
violence, financial abuse and neglect. Violence can lead to devastating health problems and can even 
lead to death.          
Regrettably it is quite a hidden problem and has not only to do with ageism and gender-sexism but 
also with disability, marital- and social status.  
With lockdowns and reduced care, violence and abuse are on the rise and it is sad to say that 
particularly women are more subject to elderly abuse. 
 
 
Some key facts: 

§ Around 1 in 6 people 60 years and older experienced some form of abuse in community 
settings during the past year. 

§ Rates of elder abuse are high in institutions such as nursing homes and long-term care 
facilities, with 2 in 3 staff reporting that they have committed abuse in the past year. 

§ Elder abuse can lead to serious physical injuries and long-term psychological consequences. 
§ Elder abuse is predicted to increase as many countries are experiencing rapidly ageing 

populations. 
§ The global population of people aged 60 years and older will more than double, from 900 

million in 2015 to about 2 billion in 2050. 
 
 
 
During the last few months, COVID-19 has set off a chain of unprecedented events in Europe. Not 
only has the health crisis brought about a continent-wide lockdown and an economic crisis from 
which Europe will only slowly recover but it has also resulted in a definite delay in reaching climate 
and environmental goals. 
 
Climate change and the environmental crisis is and will remain an emergency for humanity to 
address. The coronavirus crisis has shown us the scale of the response needed to address climate 
change: the slowdown in activity could reduce global greenhouse-gas emissions by 8 percent in 2020, 
in line with the annual reduction of 7.6 percent required for the next ten years to keep temperature 
increases under 1.5°C by 2050. While the positive effects on emissions will be temporary and have 
come at an unsustainably high cost to societies, the more than $11 trillion of stimulus measures 
announced by governments across the world represent a unique window of opportunity to promote 
green measures in the economic recovery. 
 
 
To address all these matters the continued activity of the NGO Committees in which IIW is 
represented is of utmost importance 
Hopefully the NGO Committees will have the opportunity to meet again in September, either in 
person or online, this however will depend on the status of the UN Vienna opening policy related to 
the situation of COVID-19.  
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